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By his edition of the Kaskaskia Records (vol. ii. of the Virginia Series
of the Illinois State Historical Library Collections, Springfield, Illinois, 1910)
Professor C. W. Alvord has thrown further light on the dark places of th&
beginnings of ATnp.rip.An rule in the Great West. The volume is largely
taken up with the doings of an enigmatic person, one Thomas Bentley,
who seems to have succeeded admirably in being false both to the British
and to the American cause. The general effect of the papers here dealt
with is to support the conclusion that, while the inhabitants of Illinois
had no great love of English rule, they disliked still more the American
military government which succeeded it. In justice to the policy of the
Quebec act of 1774, which had made the western districts a part of Canada,
it should be noted that as late as 1787 it was reckoned that there were at
Port Vincennes 520 French and only 103 Americans; at Kaskaskia there
were 191 French and the number of Americans was uncertain. At Cahokia
there were 239 French, and the supposed number of the Americans in the
different districts of Illinois was not more than 137. Dissatisfaction with
the American system of government caused a considerable exodus of
French to the Spanish colonies;. but in 1774 there was a plausible case
for treating the country as an extension of French Canada. Those
interested in the history of the Roman Catholic Church in America will
find valuable material in the ecclesiastical letters referring to the years
1780 to 1792. Mr. Alvord is a high authority on the subject he deals
with, and the papers throughout show evidence of careful and efficient
editing. H. E. E.

The late Mr. R. Nisbet Bain's The Last King of Poland and his Con-
temporaries (London : Methuen, 1909) is a companion volume to his work
Gvstavus III and his Contemporaries. It runs on parallel lines, and the
author's sketches of Catharine II and her chief advisers here reappear,
though of course in a somewhat different setting. The early life of
Stanislaus, the rise of the Czartoryski family and of Felix Potocki, the
decay in the life of Poland, the attempt at reform in 1773-87 are
pleasantly set forth; but the critical period 1790-1 is handled too
briefly to satisfy serious students, the influence of the fortunes of Turkey
on those of Poland being insufficiently treated. There was a good
opportunity in those years of forming a league of the threatened States
(Turkey, Poland, and Sweden) in connexion with the Triple Alliance
of England, Prussia, and Holland. The despatches of Daniel Hailes
(not Hayles) at Warsaw and of Joseph Ewart at Berlin should have
been drawn upon in order to illustrate that important scheme, which
the obstinacy of the Poles respecting Danzig doomed to failure, so far
as it concerned-Poland. J. H. R E .

The Soci6t6 des Etudes- Robespierristes, having resolved upon a com-
plete edition of the works of Robespierre, has entrusted to M. Eugene
D6prez the editing of those which appeared before 1789. Robespierre's
writings in early years were partly professional, partly literary, and his
literary effusions included verse as well as prose. In the first instalment
of vol. i (CEuvres Completes de Maximilien Robespierre, I ; Robespierre d
Arras, Fascicule I (Paris: Leroux, 1910) we have the Discours sur les
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Peines Infamantes which Robespierre delivered on his reception as a
member by the Academy of Arras, and which he afterwards tendered in
competition for a medal oSered by the Royal Society of Sciences and
Arts of Metz. It gained the second prize, the first going to another
barrister, then well known, Pierre-Louis Lacretelle. The Discours was
printed at the end of 1784, and a new edition, altered and enlarged, came
•out in 1785. In the Discours Robespierre argues against the infliction
of such criminal punishments as were held to set a stigma of dishonour
on the family of the offender. Thus he holds that in capital cases hanging
should be replaced by beheading, the penalty of criminals nobly born.
Capital punishment itself he appears to regard as quite admissible. The
Discours is a performance characteristic rather of the age than of the
individual. Robespierre shows himself acquainted with the writings of
those eminent men who in the eighteenth century laboured for the reform
of the criminal law. He cites Montesquieu with marked deference. But
he does not add much that we can call his own. He writes in that correct
and flowing but singularly colourless and impersonal style which seems
to have been the common property of all educated Frenchmen under
Louis XVI. The most curious thing in the Discours is perhaps the observa-
tion that England ' notwithstanding the name of monarchy, is none the
less by its constitution a real republic' The editor has taken the
utmost pains. A copious introduction sets forth all that can be known
about the history of the Discours. Every variation in the edition of
1785 is carefully noted. A facsimile of Robespierre's handwriting at this
period is given. It is neat and legible. Experts must determine whether
it reveals the philanthropist or the terrorist. F. C. M.

The diaries and correspondence contained in the volume entitled Peeps
into the Past, being Passages from the Diary of Thomas Asline Ward,
edited by Messrs. A. B. Bell and R. E. Leader (London: W. C. Leng),
cover the period from 1800 to 1860 and deal with the history of Sheffield
and its neighbourhood. Though their interest is mainly local, they contain
useful information as to trade and trade disputes, the distress which
followed the conclusion of the Napoleonic wars, and the movement for
parliamentary reform. Mr. Ward was intimate with Francis Chantrey
and Joseph Hunter, both of whom are frequently mentioned in these pages.
He describes the acting of ' the infant Roscius' (p. 49) and gives a good
account of one of John Thelwall's lectures (p. 70). Sheffield, like Bir-
mingham, petitioned against the orders in council in 1812, and there is
a good deal about the organisation of the opposition to these measures
(p. 183). A military historian will find the very detailed account of the
organisation and discipline of the volunteer corps raised in 1803 of con-
siderable value (pp. 14, 81, 144). As materials for the social history of
the first half of the nineteenth century the miscellaneous jottings of the
diary will often prove more serviceable than biographies of more dis-
tinguished persons. C. H. F.

The tour in France in 1814, published by Sir Henry Ogle under the
title of Paris in 1814 (Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Andrew Reid, 1909), is
a charming diary kept by an Englishman, Dr. William Roots, a traveller
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